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Customer The    
Andersons Final-
izes Addition of 
Grain Storage in 
Michigan  
September 30, 2008—The An-
dersons, Inc. announced to-
day it has completed the pur-
chase of a grain storage facility 
in Reading, MI, and finalized 
a leasing agreement for a facil-
ity in Jonesville, MI, from JBS 
United in Sheridan, IN. 

The two facilities will provide 
The Andersons with 3.6 mil-
lion bushels of additional 
storage capacity in Michigan, 
bringing the company’s total 
capacity to about 90 million 
bushels throughout the East-
ern Corn Belt. 

The Andersons continues to 
expand its storage capacity 
and service to customers in its 
growing grain operations. 

Source:  The Andersons 

October 14, 2008—Herculex XTRA 
has been named AgriMarketing 
magazine's 2008 Product of the 
Year.  

"The judges voted unanimously 
for Herculex XTRA," said Lynn 
Henderson, Publisher of AgriMar-
keting. "We have set very rigorous 
standards for a product to be 
named, including the benefit and 
value added to the marketplace, 
strategic marketing, share of mar-
ket and sales growth and other 
industry recognition the product 
has achieved. Herculex XTRA was 
voted first in all categories."  

The revolutionary product-a trait 
bred into seed corn to provide the 
plant with comprehensive insect 
protection-was first introduced in 
2005 and is now utilized on mil-
lions of acres of corn by thou-
sands of growers and is still grow-
ing.  

"We're very honored to have Her-

culex XTRA selected for this 
award," said Ben Kaehler, Traits 
& Germplasm Licensing business 
leader for Dow AgroSciences. "We 
believe that Herculex XTRA has 
set a new standard for insect pro-
tection. Growers appreciate that it 
protects corn from some of the 
most damaging pests, including 
Western Bean Cutworm, Corn 
Rootworm, Black Cutworm and 
Fall Armyworm."  

"We will be publishing a special 
supplement with the next issue of 
AgriMarketing magazine provid-
ing in-depth look at the Herculex 
XTRA's remarkable success," said 
Henderson.  

Judges for this year's program 
included Dr. Dave Downey, Pur-
due University; Mike Borel, The 
Context Network; Jerry Warner, 
Farmers National Co.; Dave Cop-
pess, Heartland Co-op; Jack Eber-
spacher, Agricultural Retailers 

Association, and Madeline Mellin-
ger, Glades Crop Care.  

This is the tenth year the maga-
zine has been conducting its Prod-
uct of the Year program. "The 
program is designed to recognize 
the outstanding technology that is 
being introduced to agricultural 
producers and the exceptional 
marketing program supporting it," 
Henderson said.  

Previous winners of the award are: 
Ethanol, Syngenta's AVICTA 
Complete Pak, Trimble's Ag GPS 
EZ-Steer, John Deere's 60 Series 
combine, Syngenta's Callisto her-
bicide, Case IH's Magnum tractor, 
NK's Bt seed trait, and Mon-
santo's Roundup Ready Trait. 

Named "Honorable Mention" in 
the 2008 program were DuPont's 
Coragen and Altacor products for 
insect control. 

Source:  AgriMarketing magazine 

Biotechnology Allows U.S. Farmers to Satisfy Global Demands 
October 16, 2008—Farmers from 
across the state of Iowa took advan-
tage of the rainy weather to tout 
the worldwide benefits of biotech-
nology. Corn farmers representing 
the Iowa Corn Growers Associa-
tion (ICGA) and the Iowa Corn 
Promotion Board (ICPB) gathered 
at the farm of Gordon Wassenaar 
in Prairie City, Iowa, yesterday to 
tell representatives from 10 foreign 
countries a common message 
about the future of crop technol-
ogy.  

“We wouldn’t have the crop we 
have now if it wasn’t for biotech-
nology. Despite devastating flood 
conditions early in the planting 
season we are still witnessing 
strong yields, and we will have a 
reliable supply for our domestic 
needs and for our overseas custom-
ers,” said Wassenaar.  

The Iowa farmers were speaking to 
nearly 30 international biotechnol-
ogy regulators participating in the 

U.S. Grains Council’s Interna-
tional Biotechnology Information 
Conference. The consistent mes-
sage delivered to the participants 
was clear-cut:  Without biotechnol-
ogy we wouldn’t be producing the 
crop we are able to produce today.  

“We went from one of the driest 
seasons last year to one of the wet-
test this year,” said Julius Schaaf, 
ICPB past chairman and USGC at-
large director. “Yet, we managed to 
have the largest harvest in history, 
and this year will likely be the 
second-largest. Given the same 
conditions 10, 15 or 20 years ago, 
we would have half the crop we 
will bring in this year. We have the 
seed varieties to stand up to stress, 
insects and variations in tempera-
ture.”  

The participants of the conference 
were presented technical, science-
based information earlier in the 
week at Iowa State University, but 
said hearing from corn growers was 

reassuring.  

“We do have concerns about bio-
technology and such but meeting 
the actual growers of biotechnology
-derived corn eased many of our 
doubts. The farmers were very 
sincere. They use the same prod-
ucts for food and feed that they 
export, there is no difference,” said 
Marcela Jimenez, a representative 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock in Costa Rica.   

Dean Taylor, ICGA treasurer, 
thanked the participants for their 
trust in U.S. farmers. “Thank you 
for buying U.S. corn. We hope to 
see U.S. corn exports grow, and we 
cannot thank you enough,” said 
Taylor, adding that trade is much 
more than what meets the eye, 
while citing the political and eco-
nomical stability that results from 
free and open trade. 

Source: ICGA 
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Iowa State Researchers Developing Wireless Soil Sensors 

Study: Cars Can Run on Gas with More Ethanol 
October 7, 2008—A study conducted by the U.S. Department of Energy shows that cars can 
run on gasoline with a much higher ethanol component than the 10% blend now being 
sold at pumps across the country, DOE Secretary Samuel Bodman announced this month.   

Thirteen different “late-model” cars were tested using gasoline that was 15% and 20% 
ethanol, Bodman said, and the results were “very encouraging.” 

The feasibility of cutting gasoline even further to boost the ethanol content is important, 
Bodman said, because in a few years ethanol production will hit a growth ceiling in supply-
ing enough fuel for 10% blends, also called E10. 

“The E10 market will likely reach saturation in a few years,” Bod-
man said.  “There are some parts of the United States, like the Mid-
west, where that has already occurred.” 

Tom Buis, president of the National Farmers Union, called the 
DOE study results “good news.” 

Ethanol is made in the U.S. from corn, and a growing segment of 
the farm sector is fueled by ethanol demand.  A higher ethanol blend in gasoline would 
mean stronger demand for the corn-based fuel by gasoline producers. 

The results of the study released on Tuesday may be encouraging, Bodman said, but he 
also cautioned that much more research on a wider variety of vehicles is necessary. 

Source: Commodity News for Tomorrow 

October 15, 2008—Ratnesh Kumar keeps his 
prototype soil sensors buried in a box under 
his desk. He hopes that one day farmers will 
be burying the devices under their crops.  

Kumar is leading an Iowa State University 
research team that's developing transceivers 
and sensors designed to collect and send data 
about soil moisture within a field. Eventually 
the researchers are hoping the sensors will 
also collect data about soil temperature and 
nutrient content.   

A major goal is to build small sensors (the 
prototypes are about 2 inches wide, 4 inches 
long and less than an inch thick) that can do 
their work entirely underground. The sensors 
won't need wires or above-ground antennas, 
so farmers could work right over the top of 
them. The sensors would also be able to re-
port their locations. That would make it easy 
to find sensors if a plow were to move them 
or when batteries need to be replaced.  

Kumar, an Iowa State professor of electrical 
and computer engineering, said the sensors 
are designed to be buried about a foot deep 
in a grid pattern 80 to 160 feet apart. The 
sensors would relay data along the grid to a 
central computer that would record informa-

tion for researchers or farmers.  

The sensors could help researchers under-
stand precisely how water moves through a 
field. They could help them develop better 
models to predict crop growth and yield. 
And they could help them understand the 
carbon and nitrogen cycles within soils.  

And those sensors could help farmers man-
age their nutrient and water resources. That 
could maximize yields and profits. And it 
could minimize environmental impacts.  

"If nutrients are in excess of what's needed, it 
doesn't help the yield," Kumar said. "Those 
resources just drain into the environment."  

Stuart Birrell, an Iowa State associate profes-
sor of agricultural and biosystems engineer-
ing and a part of the sensor research team, 
said the project will provide the kind of real-
time, high-resolution data that researchers 
and producers have been looking for.  

"A challenge of precision agriculture is col-
lecting data at a high enough resolution that 
you can make good decisions," Birrell said. 
"These sensors would provide very high reso-
lution data for producers and researchers. 
They would give us another data layer to 

explain differences in yield and help us make 
management decisions."  

Kumar said the sensors have worked under-
ground in preliminary, point-to-point tests. A 
network of multiple sensors will be buried in 
a research field later this fall for more testing 
and development.  

Also working on the project are Ahmed 
Kamal, a professor of electrical and com-
puter engineering; Robert Weber, the David 
C. Nicholas Professor of electrical and com-
puter engineering; Amy Kaleita, an assistant 
professor of agricultural and biosystems engi-
neering and graduate students Candace 
Batts, Giorgi Chighladze, Jing Huang and 
Herman Sahota. 

The project is supported by a three-year, 
$239,999 grant from the National Science 
Foundation .  

"The goal is to hopefully have these sensors 
in production agriculture," Kumar said. "But 
first we need to develop them and answer 
more questions about how cost-effective they 
could be."  

Source:  Iowa State University 


